What Makes The True Church Different

Zech 14:7-11 And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. 8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his name one. 10 The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to the place of the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king's winepresses. 11 And it shall be inhabited, for there shall never again be a decree of utter destruction. Jerusalem shall dwell in security. ESV

Luke 21:17-19 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

There are many churches and many religions in the world, and you can find a group of people somewhere that believes almost anything.  Want a group that worships the moon?  You can find that.  Want a church were clothes are optional?  Believe it or not, it exists.  Want to light candles and worship idols?  There are many to choose from both supposedly under the name of Christianity and those who are not.  Paul wrote in the book of Romans that in the beginning people knew about the one, true God and said:

Rom 1:21-25 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn't worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other's bodies. 25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen. NLTse

And from refusal to glorify the Creator in perfect knowledge, came the invention of foolish ideas of what God was like and led to the worship of idols and false ideals of God.  Paul bluntly said, “they traded the truth about God for a lie” and this led not only to idolatry, but to sexual perversion and the prevalence of homosexuality and such.  It all came when people lost a true revelation of God.  

Listen carefully, lest I be misunderstood:  I do not believe that one denomination or religious organization has a corner on the market.  I do not believe that you have to be a member of the ministerial organization that I have a license with to make it into heaven.  And yet we must admit that God has only “one church.”  Whether you care to admit it or not, the club that gets to heaven will be those who believe the complete truth of the scripture.  What church do I want to be a part of?  I want to be a part of the group that Jesus called “my church.”  It was just after the revelation that Peter got about who Jesus was that Jesus said:

Matt 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. ESV  

He said, “my church.”  And so our goal for this particular congregation is not to build our own kingdom, but that a group of people might be established here that Jesus could rightfully call, “my church.”  I care less how our theology shapes up versus denominations or creeds formed by men.  I care less how our doctrine compares to the Reformers of history or preachers of yesteryear.  But I do care how what we believe compares with the original apostles and their Christ!  Because that was the church that Jesus called, “my church.”  Whatever the sign says, and whatever the affiliation, I want to be a part of the church of Jesus Christ!

We are striving for that.  That’s why in this church we don’t ignore scriptures or fluff around some things.  That’s why you don’t hear the same old, same old every time that you come to the house of God.  That’s why we are radical in our worship and meticulous in our study and fervent in our preaching.  Because we are striving to be a part of His church.  But as we consider all of this, one thing becomes obvious and that is the church that Jesus can rightfully call, “my church,” will be different than any man-made religion in the world.  His church will be a holy church which means “separated unto God.”  That is, there will be a distinct difference in us – if we are truly the church of Jesus Christ – and other denominations and religions.  And so if I were to ask some of you, “what makes us different from everybody else?”  I would get varied answers.  

Let me take a moment and dispel some myths in this area.  Because some of the areas that you would name that make us different can actuall be found in many other religions.  The devil is a copycat and man is also.  In every religion there is at least a semblance or form of truth that has been twisted in some way to distort the reality into a lie.  And so I ask you again, “what makes the true church of God different from all the rest?”  

Some would say that is our prayer that makes us different.  We pray directly to God and it is true that there are many religions that require you to go through somebody else before you go to God directly and thank God that we pray to Him directly for that is truth.  But prayer in itself does not make us all that different.  The Muslim prays five times a day toward Mecca, calling on their God, Allah.  They pray no matter where they are at the appointed time.  To a God that cannot hear them and who knows not mercy.  And they don’t care what you think.  

Let me throw this in for free:  God forbid that we who serve a real God and a living God who is all merciful and gracious and loving and who does not change His mind about such things and who has blessed us awesomely and repeatedly, would be shy to pray in front of others.  God forbid that we would be ashamed to openly thank God for our food in a restaurant.  God forbid that we would start our day without taking a moment and pointing our hearts toward not a Middle Eastern City, but the city of heaven where our commander and chief resides and check in with Him!  God forbid that we would be outdone by the heathen and false religions of this world in prayer!

And so we need fervent prayer – the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man does much!  But we must admit that although we pray long, steadily, and even fervently it does not make us different.  Prayer is no the distinguishing factor.  

Some would say that the difference is that we fast.  That is, we go without food for a particular amount of time to seek our God and refocus our life.  But really, as needed as fasting is and it is very needful.  I have to admit that it does not make us all that different.  There are many doctors who have discovered that the body naturally purges itself after the third day of a fast and so there are many spas in the world where people pay good money to go get mudpacks and to fast for the first four days of their stay in order to “purge themselves.”  Not only that, but the Buddhists and the Taoists and the false religions of the Far East have learned that there is spiritual benefit to fasting and they do it often.  If the statue that I see most often is accurate, then Buddha himself didn’t fast much, but his followers certainly do.  If the world government were to put a ban on fasting, it would effect more than just apostolic Christians.  

Some would say that it is our belief in the return of our God to bring us to heaven by catching us up in the clouds and flying away with Him.  And that is certainly true that we believe that.  Jesus left this earth by ascending through the clouds and then angels said, “in like manner, He will return.”  The Bible says that first the dead in Christ shall rise and then we who are alive and remain will be “caught up” to meet Him in the clouds and we will ever be with the Lord.  That’s Biblical truth.  We believe that.  Jesus is coming back.  

Yet, the Hare Krishna believe the same thing about their God.  They shave their heads all except one, long ponytail that they let grow long because they believe that Krishna is coming back and will take them to heaven by yanking them up literally by the hair of their head!  Just believing that your God is coming back to bring you to heaven does not make us unique.    

Some would say it is because we believe that our God came to this world in flesh.  The ancient Mayans worshiped the planet Venus and taught that he would come in the form of a light-skinned man on the year of Venus’ return to the beginning of its peculiar path in the sky.  They even gave a name to this God that would come in flesh to earth:  Quetzalcoatl.  Unfortunately, they the year that they were expecting the possibility of their light-skinned God coming was the year that Cortez, the brutal Spanish explorer landed on their shores and when they laid down their arms and began to worship this light-skinned man, they were almost completely destroyed.  Belief in our God coming in flesh does not make us unique.  

Stay with me.  What makes us different?  There has to be something unique!  Some would say because we follow scriptural commandments in regard to dress and our outward appearance and that we are modest in our dress and that we teach the scriptural mandate that men and women should dress distinctly different and that our head must properly be covered in worship for women and not covered in worship for men and that the hair is a covering.  

All of that is true and needful and scriptural, but yet, I have to admit that the Muslims dress modestly and although they don’t get that God made a person’s hair the covering, they make an effort for their ladies to cover their head in public.  Furthermore Muslims shun strong drink and brazen lustful behavior and such.  And they don’t care what you think about them.  Because they are doing it for their God.  

I don’t think that you’ve got to wear a burkah to be modest or Godly and I realize that they miss the entire point of the scriptural teaching on most of this stuff, but God forbid that we who have the truth would be ashamed to stand out in the crowd because of our manner or modesty of dress!  And so we must realize that although we often send a letter to the school board so that our students can dress Godly and modestly in certain activities, so do the Muslims!  Our striving to obey God’s principles in this area are needed, but I must admit that they don’t make us unique!  

Listen to this preacher:  It is not the fact that we make coming to the house of God priority because there is a million religions that emphasize such a thing.  It is not our outward praise and worship that makes us different because the Jews did that a long time ago and the Baal worshippers of old copied it.  Lately, there has been a resurgence of true praise and worship and there are many churches that don’t have all of the truth that clap their hand and raise their hands to God.  Our praise and worship and attendance to the house of God is needed but it is not the unique factor that makes us different.  

Some would say it is because we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues that makes us different, but in last forty years, many people of all walks of life have received this experience.  We need such an experience and the Bible teaches that is it is for us and commands us not to forbid people to speak in tongues.  But there are Baptists that speak in tongues now and all manner of people.  There are people who don’t even go to church who have spoken in tongues in their personal prayer time.  Some years ago, I would go to this little café in New Orleans and eat beignets and listen to a little jazz combo play.  The drummer would come on their break and talk to me and my friends and we found out that he went to a Catholic church, and played the drums in his Catholic church.  I asked, “drums in a Catholic church?”  He said, “yeah, man we even speak in tongues, you guys ever hear of that?”  Oh yeah, I had!  And so we need the Holy Ghost doing that same work that it did on the Day of Pentecost and throughout the book of Acts.  But at the same time, I must admit that nowadays it doesn’t make us all that different.  There are plenty of other denominations that speak in tongues now.  And I thank God for that because hopefully they will listen to that Holy Ghost and let it lead them and guide them into all truth!  

And so if the government were to pass legislation forbidding people to speak in tongues, it would effect much more than just the Pentecostal Apostolics!  

Many would say that the fact that we believe in only one God would make us different.  But the Jews believe in one God.  And so do the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  I understand that they miss the point and I’ll get to that in a moment, but they fervently believe in one God.  And there are a zillion confused Trinitarians out there who use the language of Catholicism because they have never been taught any different and yet know that there is only one God and that Jesus is that God.  Believing in just one God and being monotheistic in our faith does not make us different. 

What makes us different then?  Here it is:  we have a full revelation of the name of Jesus!  We know how many Gods we serve and we know His name!  And we have a complete revelation of that name.  Herein lies the difference!  This is the revelation that Simon Peter got that prompted Jesus to say “it is on this that I will build my church.”  The main difference between the true church of Jesus Christ and all of the “wanna bes” is that we have a genuine and full revelation of the name of Jesus Christ!  

In our short text, Jesus spoke to us of the last days and He told us that in the last days:

Luke 21:17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. ESV

Listen to this preacher:  they will not persecute us most over speaking in tongues or outward worship.  They will not persecute us and hate us over our prayer and faith in the catching away of the saints.  They will not persecute us most over our modesty or distinction of dress.  But what they will hate us for most of all is “His name’s sake!”  Because the devil hates above all else, the revelation of the name of Jesus!  Because when somebody grasps the significance of that name, then they have a power that demons cannot refute!  Devils tremble at the sound of that name!  All manner of sickness and diseases leave at that name!  Because when you know your God and know fully who He is, there comes a power in it!  There is no other name given under heaven that brings salvation!  One day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, but God is looking for a people who will operate in that power now!  He is looking for a people who are “called by His name!”  Hell does not fear a Christianity that praises outward only.  Hell does not fear a Christianity that speaks in tongues only.  Hell does not fear a Christianity that prays fervently only.  But if you take all of that and combine it with a knowledge of who God really is and the revelation of the name of Jesus, then hell trembles and fears because there is real power that comes with that revelation!  

We must hold to our revelation because if we lose it, we become ordinary!  We become just another man-made religion.  But if we have His name, then we are the church that can rightfully be called by Jesus, “my church!”  His church is the church that fully and completely bears His name!  

God is not just looking for a church that uses the name of Jesus as a magical formula to be used when facing devils or such.  But Jesus is looking for a people who know Him and have a full revelation of who He is!  Listen to your pastor:  there are many people who pray and say “in the name of Jesus.”  They don’t fully grasp what they are saying but they apply the name of Jesus to their situation when it falls apart.  There are many “Christians” who lay hands on the sick and say, “in the name of Jesus.”  They apply the name of Jesus to a part of the body or to a mind that needs healing.  They say often, “in the name of Jesus” and apply that name to their tongue and mouth.  But what they need is not just a little dab application of, but to be baptized, completely immersed in the name!  Jesus is not just looking for somebody who has a little of the name here and a little use here.  But for somebody that whatever they do in word or deed, they do it all in the name of Jesus!  And to do that you must be baptized in His name!  

It may be old news to some of you but let me remind you that Jesus spoke to His disciples:

Matt 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." ESV      

That commandment to “baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” was given right before the day of Pentecost.  When you flip the page to the Book of Acts and see the disciples obeying this commandment, you will find that they always baptized “in the name of Jesus Christ.”  In fact the only way anyone was ever baptized in the first church of scripture was by vocally invoking “in the name of Jesus.”  

The disciples had an understanding of the command of Jesus.  They didn’t just repeat the commandment but obeyed the commandment.  They understood that there is only one “name” of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  And that one name is Jesus Christ!  Father, Son, and Spirit are titles and not a name.  The name that Jesus spoke of was “Jesus!”  Jesus told Phillip, “when you have seen me, you have seen the Father.”  And Jesus later said, “I am come in my Father’s name.”   Father and Son are just titles referring to God in Spirit and Bodily form, therefore when you call on Jesus, you have called on the Father!  Jesus told of the Holy Spirit, “it will be sent in my name” and “I have been with you but I shall be in you!”  There is only one Spirit and one God and His name is Jesus!  That revelation is the defining difference in the true church of God contrasted with this world!  And this is what the devil hates the most.  He doesn’t mind if people speak in tongues as long as they don’t get the revelation of the name.  He doesn’t mind if they praise God outwardly and jump around and pray and fast and whatever if they don’t get the revelation of the name!  You don’t just need the name of Jesus applied to your head or mouth, you need to be baptized with it!  You need to be baptized with the precious name that is the only name that will save us!  And beyond that, you must get a revelation of that name!  There is only one God, but what is His name!?  It is Jesus!  Jehovah has become salvation!  Emmanuel:  God with us!  Jesus is His name!  It is this that hell fears the most!  

Being baptized in the titles never saved anyone because there is no power in the titles!  You need the name!  And let me also point out this:  the name of Jehovah will not save you!  That is an old revelation of God.  That is an incomplete name that could not fully represent all that God was going to do.  That name represents the partial revelation of deity under the Laws of Moses, but now we can look upon His face and get beyond the veil of understanding!  

Isaiah knew this when he wrote:

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ESV    

What was the name of this child that would be born?  What was the name of the precious Son that was given?  The angel told Joseph:

Matt 1:21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." ESV

His name is not “son,” rather His name is Jesus!  And this Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor!  He is the Mighty God!  He is the Everlasting Father!  He is the Prince of Peace!  We must know the name!  

Let me share something with you that they presented to us at the ministerial conference that we just attended.  It shows the fallacy of these people who try to insist that God’s name is “Jehovah” and that through trusting in the name of “Jehovah” we will be saved.  

Jehovah or Yahweh is the same name and is the translation of the special name of God revealed under the Law of Moses.  Or is it?  Because there is an issue here.  We really only know the four consonants of the name because the Jews were so superstitious about taking the Lord’s name in vain that they stopped writing it and just abbreviated it by the Hebrew letters YHVH.  This is known as the “tetragrammaton” and it is four letters that represent the name of God of the Old Testament.  The issue is that for centuries since nobody said the name and wrote the name, we don’t know what the true vowels are that go between the letters to make the name of God in the Old Testament.  Yahweh and its English counterpart, Jehovah, is a guess at best.  It could be any other combination of vowels.  It could be Yehwah or Yohwih or whatever.  The truth is that trusting in the name of Jehovah is foolishness because we don’t even know if that was truly the name given to Moses or not!  It’s been lost.  

Now this doesn’t matter a hill of beans because the name of Jehovah or whatever it might have been does not save us now because we have been given a name that Paul said in Philippians that is higher than any other name, whether in heaven or in earth.  And he was talking about the name of Jesus!  The name of Jesus is fuller revelation of God than Jehovah or whatever it was in the Old Testament.  And the name of Jesus is the only name that will now save us!  

But watch this:  the real name of the God of the Old Testament has been lost, but even in those four letters there is found a truth of God’s name.  In the Hebrew, the letters are YHVH which in Hebrew looks like this:  yhwh.  That is the modern Hebrew.  In ancient times, the language was first a pictographic language.  That is, the modern strokes for the letters came from pictures.  The original pictographs for these letters are as follows:

Y = 



This symbol also had a meaning of “hand”

H =



This symbol also had  a meaning of “behold”

V =   



This symbol also had a meaning of “tent peg or nail”

The only parts of the original name that we call Jehovah that we have are YHVH.  Which put together and read as a pictograph says:  “hand, behold, nail, behold..”  If you want to know who Jehovah God is, “behold the hand and behold the nail!”  Who is it that had something do with a hand and a nail?  Thomas didn’t believe in the resurrection of Jesus and we find this in scripture:

John 20:25-28 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe." 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" ESV

Was Thomas mistaken?  I don’t think so because Jesus didn’t bother correcting him!  Jesus Christ is Lord and God, but that does you no good until you can as Thomas did call Him, “MY Lord and MY God!”  Do you know truly who Jesus Christ is?  Have you beheld the hands and beheld the nails?  

The Bible says in Zechariah – the Old Testament, now! – that when the Jews rush to meet their Jehovah God come back to save them that this will happen:

Zech 13:6 And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. KJV    

They will be shocked to discover that the very one with wounds on His hands is their Messiah and their Jehovah God!  Jesus later said this:

John 8:24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins." ESV

If you have one of those Bibles which marks in italics words added by translators you will see that “he” is in italics because it is not in the original Greek.  Jesus told the Jews that “unless you believe that I am” you will die in your sins.  “I am” is the name of Jehovah God in the Old Testament!  It is not optional to know who Jesus Christ is, but is absolutely necessary!  He is Jehovah God come in flesh!  He is the image of the invisible God!  In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily!  We must believe this because only through this revelation can we be saved!  He said in another place:

John 8:58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am." ESV

Not “I was” but “I AM!”  That is not a statement of time but of identity!  When you behold Jesus, you see in flesh the God who told Moses “I AM that I AM!”  There is not another!  This is the revelation that the devils fear and hate so much!  This is the revelation that makes us different!  We need to be fully baptized in the name of Jesus both in body in water and in mind in revelation!  Herein lies the power of God moving through us!  We must be a people of the name of Jesus!  We must be a people of a full revelation of the name of Jesus!

I close with this:

In our other text we read the words of Zechariah in those special three final chapters and the Word said:

Zech 14:9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his name one. ESV 

God is coming to this earth and He will come back to the Jewish people.  And in that day all the confusion over who He is and what is His name is will be over!  They will grasp first that their Messiah has scars on His hands and His feet.  And then they will realize on that special day that there is but One God, but that they missed His first coming to earth and that His name is one:  Jesus!  The last three chapters of Zechariah are about that special day when the Jews get this great revelation!  

When you read those last three chapters, I am struck by what God does for them once they get a revelation of this one name!  Go read it some time and see what the 12th, 13th, and 14th chapters of Zechariah say will happen “on that day.”  That is, on that day where the Lord will be one and His name one.  The Bible says that the whole earth will come against them but the Lord will fight for Israel and Jerusalem will be a place of safety and never again be destroyed.  The Bible says that this will be a unique day because He will split open a pathway through Jerusalem so that the waters of the Dead Sea can flow again into the Mediterranean and life will come again to the Dead Sea so much so that fishermen will fish within its waters.  The Bible says that on this special day, even in the evening time there will be light.  And that people will come from all over to worship Him in direct revelation and truth.  And that the common things such as pots and bridles of horses will be governed by God and that He will take part actively in the everyday details of life and will help man in them!  This is what will happen when Israel and the world gets a revelation of the one name of the One with nail scarred hands!  

My point to you is that if God will do this for those who get such a revelation in the future!  How much more should God do this for those of us who have that revelation now!?  Will we be hated for His name’s sake?  Yes, but He will fight for us!  And not only that, I believe that He wants to give us a haven of safety from the attacks of the enemy so that even though the devil would try his best, he would not succeed!  And God wants to resurrect some dead things in your life and bring them to life again!  And he wants to give you a direct access to His presence to worship Him!  And He wants to give you light in the evening time – in that place where things would normally go dark, He wants His glory to shine through!  And He wants to take over and help you and work in the everyday details of your life!  This is the promise of the one, true God to those who have the revelation of His One name!  You don’t have to wait until the future for God to work in such a manner!  We know who He is!  It is what makes us different!  We can be rightfully called “His church!”  Because we have the name!  Therefore we have a power available to us!  

It’s time we start acting in full prerogative of the revelation that has been given to us!  Jesus said of those who would have a revelation of His name:

Mark 16:16-18 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." ESV

He told His disciples this:

John 16:24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. ESV

We are different and uniquely His and God wants to show out through us!  It’s time to realize the power and treasure trove that you have when you have the full revelation of the name of Jesus!  If you don’t yet have it and you have not yet received the full revelation of who Jesus is or have not been baptized in the name of Jesus fully by being fully immersed in His name, then it is time to get it!  Come join the worldwide church that Jesus calls “my church!”  And to those of you who have it!  We are different because we are people of the name of Jesus!  If they ask who we are, tell them that:  “we are people of the name of Jesus!”  And when that circumstances come and doubt tries to creep in and the devil fights against your home and discouragement tries to linger and your past tries to take over, you need to stand up tall and take up that mighty power!  In Jesus’ name take the victory over it!  In everything be a people of the name!  It’s what is different here!  

